Letter to Congress supporting e-waste export legislation
It would be very helpful if you could send two support letters, one to the House and one to the Senate, to the specific Congressmen identified below.  See next page for sample language (but please modify it to your own words).
Letters to the HOUSE should be addressed to:

Honorable John Shimkus



Honorable Gene Green

Chair






Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy
Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy

House of Representatives



U.S. House of Representatives
2452 Rayburn House Office Building


2372 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515




Washington, DC 20515
Note: Please EMAIL the final letters to the legislative aide’s for the two Congressmen:
For Representative Shimkus: chris.sarley@mail.house.gov
For Representative Green: Lindsay.Mosshart@mail.house.gov

Letters to the SENATE should be addressed to the three bill sponsors:
Note: Please EMAIL the final letters to the legislative aide’s for the Senators:

For Senator Whitehouse: Jamie_Long@whitehouse.senate.gov
For Senator Brown: Kristin_Vennekotter@brown.senate.gov
For Senator Murkowski: colin_hayes@energy.senate.gov
Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse

U.S. Senate

717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Honorable Sherrod Brown

U.S. Senate

455 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Lisa Murkowski

U.S. Senate

709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
We (ETBC) would also appreciate getting a copy of both letters: bkyle@etakeback.org
Sample language for the letters
Date
Headings (see above)

RE:
Support for HR 2284/S1270 – The Responsible Electronics Recycling Act


Dear ______

I am writing to express [organization or company name’s] support for HR 2284/S1270, the Responsible Electronics Recycling Act, because it will help address the very serious problem of counterfeit chips in the defense industry.   
[Explain your organization or company and what you do, how big you are, etc, and your connection to the U.S. military.] Counterfeit chips have become a pervasive problem in the military parts industry and for my [company/association’s members] specifically.  Computer chips removed from e-waste sent from the U.S. to China and other countries are collected by counterfeiters who sand off the identification numbers and markings, repaint and remark them (with different part numbers) and sell them as military grade parts, often as supposedly new parts. These are very difficult to detect, and the counterfeiters are getting more sophisticated in their methods to avoid detection. 

These parts are getting into our military equipment and pose a significant threat to national security. [give examples of the problem this creates, how it threatens safety and national security.]  Recent reports by the GAO and the Commerce Department have confirmed that this problem plagues all branches of the military.
We are spending millions to detect counterfeit parts that are already in the supply chain. [Explain how much money you are spending to address this, or what efforts you or the industry must use to address them]. But we should also be doing more to cut off the supply at the source, which is the e-waste being exported to China. By closing the door on e-waste going to China and other developing nations, this bill will help us solve this counterfeit chip problem, and this growing national security issue. 
Therefore, we urge Congress to pass this bill as quickly as possible. 
If you have questions about this issue, please don’t hesitate to contact me at [phone/email]. 

Sincerely,

